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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of 
claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1) (Cancelled) 

2) (Cancelled) 

3) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 22 wherein 
pivoting of the collision surface varies the collision profile primarily in its height 
dimension. 

4) (Cancelled) 

5) (Currently amended) An -i mprov e d blending tool for rotation In 
a blonding mach i ne around a contral drivo s haft having an axis, compricing: 

(a) a ^ ohank - having a f i rst and a cocond e nd rogfon and having a 

te cat i on of attachmont to tho contra l drivo ohaft; 

{©) aoolllsion surface compris i ng a- eo l lision p l ato opacod apart 

from - tho shank and hav i ng a col li s i on prof il o whoroin at l oact on e col l ision ourfaoo 
is posit i on e d within e ach e nd r e g i on of th e shank; and 

(c) a conn e ctor m e chani s m p i votalty connocting tho col l ision 
surfac e to th e shank at a l ocat i on s pac e d apart from tho attaohmont l ocation, 
wh e r ei n pivoting at th e conn e ctor m e chanism vari es tho co l t i s i on prof il o of tho 
collision s urfac e along a plan e esse nt i a ll y para l l e l to tho ax i s of tho shaft and 
whoroin tho connootO F- moGhan -i cm onab l oo tho colJ i cion curfaoo to bo rigid l y fixod 
I n ono of a p l ura l ity of posit i ons during - rotation - . - The blending tool of claim 6. 

fa) wherein the center shank has a first and second end: and 

(b) further comprising at least one collision plate positioned in 
proximity to each end. 



-3- 



PAGE 3/1 0 * RCVD AT 1 1/8f2004 2:31 :36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-m * DNES:3729306 * CSIDH^854235240 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-28 



2004-Nov-OB 14:35 Fr on) -XEROX 
12/27/2000 



+5854235240 



T-397 P. 004/010 F- 



6) (Previously presented) improved blending tool for rotation in a 
blending machine around a central drive shaft having an axis, comprising: 

(a) a shank having a location of attachment to the central drive 

shaft; 

(b) a collision surface comprising a collision plate spaced apart 
from the shank and having a collision profile; 

(c) at least one arm having a first and second end wherein the 
first end of the arm is pivotally connected to the shank and the second end is 
connected to the collision plate; 

(d) a connector mechanism pivotally connecting the first end of 
the arm to the shank at a location spaced apart from the attachment location, 
wherein pivoting at the connector mechanism varies the collision profile of the 
collision surface along a plane essentially parallel to the axis of the shaft and 
wherein the connector mechanism enables the collision surface to be rigidly fixed 
in one of a plurality of positions during rotation. 

7) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 6, wherein 
the connector mechanism comprises a fastener that can be unfastened for 
disconnecting the collision surface from the shank. 

8) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 6, further 
comprising a fastener proximate to the first end of the arm, said fastener being 
capable of unfastening for disconnection of the arm and the collision plate from the 
shank. 

9) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 6, wherein 
the connector mechanism further comprises a mechanism for rigidly fixing the 
position of the collision surface in one of a plurality of preset positions. 
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(10) (Previously presented) An improved blending tool for rotation 
in a blending machine around a central drive shaft, comprising: 

(a) a center shank having an x-axis orthogonal to the z-axis of 

rotation; 

(b) a collision surface having a collision profile; 

(c) a connector mechanism pivotably connecting the collision 
surface to the shank, for connecting the collision surface to the shank in one of a 
plurality of preset positions that are fixed during rotation of the tool such that the 
collision profile of the collision surface varies with different positions of connection; 

(d) at least one arm having a first and second end wherein the 
first end is connected to the shank and the second end is connected to the 
collision surface and wherein the arm has a plurality of through, holes; 

(e) a central hub having a plurality of pre-set positional holes; and 

(f) a bolt for rigidly holding the arm In positional relationship to 
the central hub when said bolt is inserted through the hole in the arm and into an 
aligned positional hole on the central hub. 

11) (Cancelled) 

12) (Cancelled) 

13) (Cancelled) 

14) (Cancelled) 

15) (Cancelled) 

16) (Cancelled) 

17) (Cancelled) 
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18) (Cancelled) 

19) (Cancelled) 

20) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 6, 
wherein the shank has an end region spaced apart from the attachment 
location and wherein the connector mechanism connects to the shank within 
the end region. 

21) (Cancelled) 

22) (Previously presented) The blending tool of claim 6, 
wherein the height of the tool is the dimension orthogonal to the plane of 
rotation and wherein pivoting at the connector mechanism varies the height 
of the collision surface. 

23) (Cancelled) 

24) (Previously presented) An improved blending tool for rotation 
in a blending machine around a central drive shaft having an axis comprising: 

(a) a shank having a location of attachment to the central 

drive shaft; 

(b) a collision surface having a collision profile and an 

outside edge; and 

(c) an articulator hinge pivotably connecting the collision 
surface to the shank at a location spaced apart from the attachment location, 
wherein pivoting at the connector mechanism varies the collision profile of the 
collision surface along a plane essentially parallel to the axis of the shaft and 
wherein the connector mechanism enables the collision surface to be rigidly fixed 
in one of a plurality of positions during rotation. 
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27) (Cancelled) 
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